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Well, | guess there isn’t a comicbook fan 
or a television watcher who hasn‘t caught 
@ few of the Spider-Man or Hulk prime- 
time TV shows by now. In the past few 
months I've received countiess letters 
eine for my own opinion of. these 

media cultural breakthroughs! 
And, since you've bothered to ask, the 
least | can do is help to obfuscate the 
issue with my own cryptic comments 
and cogent critiques. Naturally, as you 
may have guessed, I’d be happier if the 
Shows hewed closer to our original comic: 
book story lines; and yet, I’m aware of 
the reasons which caused the networks 
and the producers to make so many 
changes. Basically, they were afraid the 
shows would seem too “‘comicbooky" if 
they were presented exactly the way you 
see the stories in our own magniloquent 
mags. The changes in both Spidey and 
the Hulk were made in an effort to mold 
the shows closer to the format of most 
other TV mystery and action dramas. My 
‘own personal feeling is that it would be 
better to take the opposite approach and 
make them as different as possible. How- 
ever, | must say that both Universal 
‘Studios (the producers of the Hulk), and 
Danchuck Productions (who do Spider- 
Man), have constantly striven to make 
their series intelligent, adult, and true to 
the basic spirit of the magazines them- 
selves. I'm sure you can tell that neither 
series is done in a “camp” manner, nor 
have our characters been burlesqued or 
treated in a comball way. Both the 
acting and direction have been first-rate, 
and production standards have been 2s 
high as any other prime-time show. Since 
| function as consultant to our TV series, 
the producers and | really do discuss the 
stories and kick all sorts of ideas around, 
and |'m happy to teil you that ‘they’re 
slowly but surely beginning to come 
around to our way of thinking. As more 
and more Marvel shows begin to hit the 
airwaves, you'll notice that they'll begin 
to get closer to the original flavor and 
feeling of the offbeat Marvel style. And 
now, a word about another new Marvel 
TV project. Starting early in September 
(consult your TV listings for exact time), 
NBC will be presenting the Fantastic 
Four in cartoon form on its network 
Saturday mornings. Most of the basic 
stories will be Bullpen produced, and the 
animation is being done by the award. 
winning DePatie-Freleng Studios who 
also bring you the Pink Panther and 
many other famous cartoon series. Give 
‘em alook-in— we think you'll like what 
you see. In future issues, I'l! tell you 
more about our burgeoning television 
and movie plans, but now it’s time to get 
back to the real world—namely the 


pages of mighty Marvel! 
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ITEM! We to/d him not to try it, but he 
wouldn't listen! With a resolute shrug of his 
broad shoulders, Gigantic JIM, SHOOTER 
began almost a year ago to guide the Avengers 
through a ten-part epic saga intended to stand 
@$ a true achievement in comics art. Now, 
many trials, tribulations, production problems 
and |-told-you-so’s later, despite all the slings 
and arrows of outrageous fortune cast by 
unrelenting Fates at last it's finished! As it 
turned out, it took practically the whole 
blamed Bullpen pitching in to pull it off, but 
Big Jim managed to coordinate the effort, 
somehow, and preserve the creative thrust of 
the tale as originally conceived. So let the 
banners fly and the trumpets blare, for 
issue #177 of THE AVENGERS marks the 
soul searing conclusion of the story bequn in 
issue #167! We've already read it, and pelieve 
us, it's a shocker! In fact, we figure there's 
bound to be more than a little controversy 
over the startling climax of this maqnum 
opus, Some say Shooter has dared too much, 
even for mighty Marvel, but, as always, the 
final verdict is in your hands. Pick up your 
copy, {it’s on sale now), ‘and tell us what 
you think, 


ITEM! Everyone suspected it was coming all 
along, and yet Delightful DAVE COCKRUM 
and Puichritudinous PATY still managed to 
surprise most of the Bullpenners with the 
announcement of their wedding April 28th! 
Dave assured us that the issue of Ms. MARVEL 
he’s pencilling will come in right on time any 
way, but ace Production Chief, Liltin’ LENNY 
GROW is arranging a week's extension just in 
case! After all, Dave can be excused for having 
other things on his mind for a while, and 
besides, judging from. the overwhelming raves 
his previous Ms.M. effort brought, this one 
should be worth the wait! If you hurry down 
to your newsstand, if you're lucky you may 
still be able to latch on to issue #20, and if 
you're smart, come early September you'll be 
first in line among the art lovers to pick up 
the next spectacular issue! Don’t miss it! 


ITEM! Granted, every month seems to be 
stuffed full of special events and super sur 
prises from the House of Ideas, but this little 
happening has to be the biggest yet! Marvel 
Comics passes a Major Milestone this month 
with issue #200 of the magazine that started 
it all —THE FANTASTIC FOUR! Issue 200, 
‘on sale the third week in August, also marks 
the 17th anniversary of the advent of the 
Mighty Marvel Age of Comics. To celebrate, 
we've pulled out all the stops and made this 
landmark issue twice the normal size with 
double the action and thrills. Marvelous MARV 
WOLFMAN, Creative KEITH POLLARD and 
Joltin’ JOE SINNOTT crafted it with care and 
respect, and all of us at Marvel are very proud 
of their fine effort. More, we're proud of what 
it represents—namely the hard work, love 
and caring that has brought us all so far since 
the glorious day that Stan and Jack gave form 
and substance to their epochal ideas. To 
them, and to you our faithful following, 
without whom we'd be nothing, our deepest 
thanks, and our promise to carry on the tine 
tfadition left to us. If you can only buy one 
comic this month, join our celebration and 
plunk down your 60¢ for F.F. #200—sti// the 
World’s Greatest Comics Magazine! 

ITEM! The world has watched and waited in 
breathless anticipation lo, these several months 
since DAVID MICHELINIE arrived on the 
Marvel scene, for the Deliberate One to pick 
up his first regular series. Now it can be told 
that with issue #16 of IRON MAN, on sale 
now, Dave joins John Romita, Jr., and Bob 
Layton to chronicle the monthly adventures 
of our favorite Armored Avenger! We've 
learned to expect the unexpected from Dave. 
but we have to admit that he absolutely blew 
our minds .on page seven with a startting plot 
development that had us checking to-see if we 
weren‘t reading an issue of WHAT IF... ? by 
mistake! Nope, it’s real. friends, and believe 
us, it’s something you‘ve got to be there to 
believe. So be there! 

ITEM! The other day, Earnest ERNIE CHAN 
stopped by the hallowed halls bearing an 
enormous envelope full of inked CONAN 
pages. As the minions of Marvel Assembled 
oohed and ahhed in admiration, Ernie quietly 
mentioned that, by the way, he'd have been in 
a bit sooner except for the arrival on April 
25th of his new baby girl, CLEO CARON 
CHAN! After proper fuss and we all allowed 
@s to how it was okay to be a bit late with the 
Conan job under the circumstances, especially 
since, in a month of so, we fiquré Captivatin’ 
Cleo will be inking backgrounds for her dili 
gent Daddy! 

ITEM! By the way. for those who are wonder 
ing where. Boisterous BILL: MANTLO has 
vanished go after his stellar stint on Icon Man 
rest assured that he’ hasn't gone far. Bill set 
Iron Man aside 10 work with Magical MIKE 
GOLDEN on our latest and possibly greatest 
Project— THE MiCRONAUTS! You'll be hear 
ing lots more about them very soon! 


As this column “was being written, word 
arrived that on May 7th, long-time DC Comics 


editor Mort: Weisinger passed away. To his 
family, friends, our sincerest condolences. 
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